May 4, 2010

The Honorable ____________ (Name)
Illinois ________________ (House or Senate)
_________________ (Address)
Springfield, Illinois   62706

Re:  Please ask your caucus to support our simple request - to save over 100,000 children, mothers, men
 and families being thrown out of lifesaving community behavioral health care
Dear ______:

DHS estimates* that 100,000 children, women, men and families will be thrown out of their current community behavioral health care and treatment may be low.   Most likely, DHS estimates do not take into account the loss of community behavioral health care resulting from provider layoffs due to state delays in paying bills to CBHC providers.  These harsh realities unfolding in your community combined with creditors’ refusals to extend lines of credit to CBHC providers have community boards in a bind.  Bank loan officers question the value of the growing state receivables that safety net community BHC providers have on their books. No more credit against the state’s bad paper CBHC providers hold.
*DHS estimates from DHS Secretary Saddler’s 03.10.10 DHS proposed 2011 budget briefing materials 
Please Save Our Children and Rescue People on the Road to Recovery by:
1. Ensuring no disproportionate cuts to community behavioral healthcare:
· DHS-DMH proposed cuts of $91 million GRF and loss of federal funding will result in a 40% reduction from FY’10 community MH contracted levels*.   

2. Issuing continuation contracts to CBHC providers for six months @ 2010 funding levels - no later than May 31, 2010:
· It’s time to recognize that community Boards have their own policies and practices and that we are rapidly approaching non-reversible deadlines.

· Please do not send out CBHC contracts with 20 to 40% cuts to CBHC providers.  Over 100,000 children, mothers, men and families must not be thrown out of community care by July 1st.

3. Significantly reducing CBHC provider payment cycles.

4. Eliminating the wasteful redundancies that exist in state BHC silos.

*DHS estimates from DHS Secretary Saddler’s 03.10.10 DHS proposed 2011 budget briefing materials
This week the most vulnerable among us deserve our support of these simple solutions. I hope when the dust settles, we all stand in support of our most vulnerable children, mothers, men and families.

I thank you ahead of time for your attention to this urgent matter.

Respectfully,

